


SOLAS - VGM explained

Declaration of Verified Gross Mass — ARE YOU READY?

Shipping document requirements

THE SHIPPER OF A CONTAINER SHALL
ENSURE THE VERIFIED GROSS MASS IS
STATED ON THE SHIPPING DOCUMENT.

The shipping document shall be:

* Signed by a person duly authorized by the
shipper;

* Submitted to the master or his
representative and to the terminal
representative sufficiently in advance, as
required by the master or his
representative, to be used in the
preparation of the ship stowage plan. This
document may be presented by means of
EDP or EDI transmission techniques. The
signature may be an electronic signature
or may be replaced by the name, in
capitals, of the person authorized to sign.

* If the shipping document does not
provide the verified gross mass and the
master or his representative and the
terminal representative have not obtained
the verified gross mass of the packed
container, it shall not be loaded.
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WHO IS THE SHIPPER?

The responsibility for providing the VGM
rests with the shipper regardless of who
packs the container and is defined as “a legal
entity or person named on the bill of lading
or sea waybill or equivalent multimodal
transport document (e.g. “through” bill of
lading) as shipper and/or who (or in whose
name or on whose behalf) a contract of
carriage has been concluded with a shipping
company”.

* There is considerable complexity in an
international supply chain and the party
identified as the ‘shipper’ on the bill of
lading may not have direct or physical
control over key elements of the process
by which VGM is determined. A ‘shipper’
in such circumstances should be aware of
their responsibilities and ensure that
arrangements are in place to obtain and
provide a VGM in compliance with
international and national regulations.

* The ‘shipper’ under the contract of
carriage remains responsible for
accurately establishing VGM of a packed
container.
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WHO IS THE SHIPPER? (CONTINUED)

If the true shipper is detailed as the shipper
on the bill of lading, they are responsible for
providing the carrier with the VGM. Under
the shipper’s INCOTERMs agreement
governing the sale contract they should
determine how VGM will be obtained, i.e.
whether by Method 1 or Method 2, and
how this information can be provided to the
carrier by the shipper as identified in the bill
of lading.

If a freight forwarder is the shipper on the
maritime carrier’s bill of lading, it may
weigh the cargo, using Method 1 or 2, and
provide the carrier with the VGM of the
container.

Where the VGM is obtained by a third party,
such as a freight forwarder, the shipper will
remain responsible that the VGM provided
to the carrier is correct.

If the forwarder is acting as an agent, they
will not be named as shipper on the bill of
lading. Consequently, they will not be
responsible for obtaining and providing the
VGM,; the responsibility lies with the shipper
named on the bill of lading.
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FULL CONTAINER LOAD CARGO (FCL):

If the forwarder is named as the shipper on
the bill of lading, that forwarder is legally
responsible under SOLAS for obtaining and
providing the VGM. If they seek to rely on
another party (such as a customer) to
provide that VGM information, it is the
forwarder’s responsibility to be satisfied that
the other party accurately determines the
VGM that is then provided to the carrier.
Whether such a forwarder would be able to
rely on the VGM obtained by another party
may depend on the specific national rules
pertaining to Method 2.

CONSOLIDATED CARGO (LCL):

This will depend on the contractual
arrangement between the co-loaders and
whoever enters into the contract of carriage
with the carrier thus becomes the shipper to
the carrier. You will need to establish
between the parties, particularly by the party
to be named as shipper, the method
permitted to establish VGM. Responsibility
for providing the accurate, VGM of a co-
loaded container remains
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WHAT SHOULD | BE DOING?

If you are named as the shipper on the bill
of lading you need to be aware of the
responsibilities involved.

It is vital that you have a processes and
procedures in place to check and verify that
they are complying with the SOLAS
requirements and be aware of the legal
implications for all parties in the process.

You need to discuss the implications with
both your forwarder and suppliers and be
aware of the legal implications for all parties
in the process.

WHAT IF IT ALL GOES WRONG?

Fines and other penalties may be imposed
by Competent Authorities and/or Port State
Control in accordance with national
legislation. It is in your best interest to have
an agreed process/procedure in place, as
noncompliance will, at the very least, result
in additional costs such as repacking costs,
administration fees, container demurrage
charges as well as possible delayed and
cancelled shipment costs. Containers may
miss booked sailing dates resulting in
further additional costs.
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When the shipper is providing confirmation
of the VGM to the forwarder the forwarder
needs to advise the shipper that any
additional costs incurred as a result of
incorrect information being provided will be
for their account as the forwarders standard
trading conditions enable recovery of such
costs.

Breach of regulations can be enforced by
either a fine or imprisonment.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

World Shipping Council:

www.worldshipping.org/industry-
issues/safety/cargo-weight

NNR Global Logistics experts:

news@nnrglobal.com

www.nnrglobal.com

Enjoyment NNR
~


http://www.worldshipping.org/industry-issues/safety/cargo-weight
mailto:news@nnrglobal.com
http://www.nnrglobal.com/

